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Examining the Effectiveness of Instruction on “Necessary Components” and
Their “Functions”:
A Case Study on Improving the Omission of koo in Subject—Verb Agreement
Errors
LI, Qiangnan
Abstract

Subject—verb agreement errors in structurally complex long sentences are common
grammatical errors among learners of Japanese, with the omission of kofo being particularly
prominent. One possible reason is that learners do not pay sufficient attention to the subject, the
predicate, and their respective functions. Therefore, this study focuses on the “clear distinction
between necessary and optional components” in Japanese sentence structure and the “functions of
necessary components,” in order to examine whether these instructional focuses help improve
lower-intermediate learners’ ability to identify and correct omissions of kofo.

Accordingly, to reduce and prevent such errors, a controlled experiment was conducted. The
first group received instruction using a “structural method” centered on the distinction between
necessary and optional components and the functions of necessary components, while the second
group received instruction using a ‘“memorization method.” The participants were 20
lower-intermediate learners of Japanese whose native language was Chinese.

The experiment consisted of three stages: a pre-instruction test, an immediate post-instruction
test, and a delayed post-instruction test conducted three weeks after instruction. The results of the
controlled experiment showed that although no significant difference was observed between the two
groups in the immediate post-instruction test, a statistically significant difference emerged in the
delayed post-instruction test. These findings indicate that, compared with the memorization method,
the structural method demonstrates better instructional retention effects.

Keywords : Subject—Verb Agreement Errors, Necessary Components, Functions, Controlled

Experiment, sentence structure
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A Comparative Study of "V-ni iku'" and "V-tame ni iku" as Purpose Expressions
in Japanese
GUO, Jiali
Abstract
This paper examines the semantic and functional differences between two Japanese purpose
expressions: "V-ni iku" and "V-tame ni iku." While purpose expressions have been widely studied in
Japanese linguistics, the contrast between these two constructions has not been thoroughly explored.
This study analyzes the differences by focusing on the properties of the verb "V," particularly its
mobility and novelty.

The findings reveal the following three key distinctions:



(1) When "V" denotes a verb related to achievement (e.g., "katsu") or proximity (e.g.,
"awaseru"), "V-ni iku" expresses psychological movement, whereas "V-tame ni iku"
implies physical movement.

(2) In the "V-ni iku" construction, the verb "V" must denote a novel action, whereas "V-tame ni.
iku" imposes no such restriction on the novelty of the action.

(3) In "V-ni iku," the verb "V" and "iku" form a single cohesive event, while in "V-tame ni.
iku," the two components represent distinct processes.

These results offer valuable insights into Japanese linguistics and language education by

clarifying the semantic distinctions between the two purpose constructions.

Keywords : "V-ni iku", “V-tame ni iku”, co-occurring verbs, psychological movement, purpose of

movement
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A Contrastive Study of Failure Expressions in Apology Contexts:
An Analysis of I-JAS Email Tasks in Japanese and Chinese

MINAMI, Akiyo

Abstract
This study examines how expressions of failure are conceptualized and linguistically realized
by comparing native speakers of Japanese and native speakers of Chinese. Using Task 2 of the
I-JAS email data set, “Request for an Extension of a Report Submission Deadline,” the study
analyzes cross-linguistic differences in apology-related expressions. The results show that native
speakers of Japanese tend to present self-blaming reasons, such as “wanting to improve the

99 ¢

content,” “poor time management,” or even fabricated reasons like “poor physical condition.” They
also tend to avoid direct assertions by using compound verbs such as “kaki-oeru” (“to finish
writing”’) and mitigative expressions such as “-so ni nai” (“it does not seem that...”). In contrast,
native speakers of Chinese tend to present other-blaming reasons more directly, such as “a friend
came to visit,” and frequently use definitive verb forms expressing negation or inability, such as
“not” or “cannot.” Although this task was conducted as part of a survey and participants may have
been influenced by instructions encouraging them to provide truthful reasons without fabrication,
the fact that native speakers of Japanese completed the same task under identical conditions
suggests that these differences reflect language-specific conventions regarding what kinds of
reasons are considered acceptable, as well as differing cultural perspectives on responsibility in
apology behavior. Furthermore, despite the inclusion of the expression “Kaki-oeru koto ga deki so
ni nai” (“it seems that I will not be able to finish writing”)  in the task prompt, intermediate-level
learners of Japanese did not produce this expression and tended to avoid the use of compound verbs
(“Kaki-oeru™). This suggests that learners tend to construct their responses using only the range of

Japanese expressions that are currently available to them.

Keywords : apology, failure expressions, I-JAS, email, Japanese-Chinese comparison
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Investigation Documents on Northern China Produced by Japan in the Late Qing
Period

NAHEYA

Abstract
Abstract: Modern Japan’s investigations of northern China began in the late Qing period and
left behind a wide range of writings, including survey reports, travel diaries, firsthand accounts,
collected series, and local gazetteers. The agents of investigation were not limited to the state:
various organizations, educational institutions, and individual actors also participated, and their
aims and emphases were far from uniform—some cases can be assessed as field inquiries driven by
scholarly interests. At the same time, it cannot be overlooked that many of these investigations
unfolded in direct or indirect linkage with Japan’s foreign policy of the era, and that their
production intersected with imperialist and colonial practices. Nevertheless, these investigative
writings today constitute important primary sources for reconstructing, from multiple angles, the

historical realities of northern China in the late Qing.

Keywords : Late Qing period, Northern China, Japan, investigation and survey literature
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Fukuoka and Kanto Koreans : Focusing on Noh Gi-sun and Yoon Dong-ju

JIN, Tingshi

Abstract
This paper examines the life journeys of two figures to depict how their fates were shaped and
buffeted by the policies of the Japanese colonial period, centering on the human connections
between Fukuoka and the distant Kanto region. The two subjects are Ro Ki-shun, who was born on
the Korean Peninsula, studied medicine in Japan and later rose to prominence in Kanto, and Yun
Tong-ju, a Kanto native who pursued further studies in Japan via the Korean Peninsula and ended
his life in Fukuoka Prison. Ultimately, though Ro Ki-shun and Yun Tong-ju forged distinctly
different life paths, they share one crucial commonality: their life experiences transcend the
historical frameworks of the Korean Peninsula, China and Japan, and embody the essence of

Transnational History—history beyond the nation-state.

Keywords : Fukuoka, Kanto, Ro Ki-shun, Yun Tong-ju, Transnational History
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Exploring New Cooperation Models in Japan-Korea Economic Relations

LEE, Chang-min

Abstract
In the 21st century, the global economic order is undergoing a major transformation.
Amid the intensification of geopolitical and geo-economic risks such as the U.S.-China
technology hegemony competition, the Russia-Ukraine war, and Taiwan Strait
tensions, Japan and South Korea, as middle powers sharing fundamental values of
democracy and market economy, face the necessity of establishing a new framework for
economic cooperation. This paper analyzes the necessity of Japan-Korea economic
cooperation during the global paradigm shift, clarifies the structural limitations of
current cooperative relations, and presents three specific new cooperation models:
supply chain cooperation, advanced manufacturing cooperation, and integration of
youth white-collar labor markets. By analyzing the phased implementation plans,
expected effects, and limitations of each cooperation model, this study provides
strategic implications for opening new horizons in Japan-Korea economic relations.
The findings suggest that while significant challenges exist, including economic
security regulations and institutional differences, gradual integration through mutual
trust building and step-by-step roadmaps can lead to sustainable cooperation

frameworks that benefit both nations.

Keywords : Japan-Korea economic cooperation, supply chain, advanced technology

industry, economic security, labor market integration
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A Decision Tree Analysis of the Choice Among the Japanese Verbs iku, kuru, and kaeru :
The Case of Two-Person Conversations in Which the First Speaker Moves
SUGIMURA, Yasushi
Abstract
This paper analyzes the selection of the Japanese motion verbs iku (go), kuru
(come), and kaeru (return) in dyadic Japanese conversations where the first speaker
shifts, using decision tree analysis. The findings indicate that the destination of the
mover (A) is the most influential factor, followed by the speaker’s location and the
interlocutor’s location. The study further reveals that kuru (come) tends to be chosen

when the non-moving participant (B) is located at the goal of the movement.

Keywords : decision tree analysis, “iku, kuru, kaerd’, time of utterance, destination,

speaker’s location
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Designing an Initial-Encounter Pathway to Connect Regional Products Beyond
Their Place of Origin:
An Exploratory Synthesis of Provision Practices for Alishan Products in Japan
SUGA, Yoko
Abstract
This paper examines how relationships around Alishan coffee, a regional product from Taiwan,
are initiated beyond its place of origin in Japan. Drawing on three exploratory cases—a primary hub,
a civic group, and a student group—it descriptively synthesizes an “initial-experience pathway”
composed of (1) access to a first experience enabled by third-party-funded provision, (2) contextual
understanding supported by background narratives (storytelling), (3) dialogue and engagement, and
(4) observable off-site responses (e.g., inquiries, referrals, purchase intentions, and intentions to
visit the origin). Because documentation is uneven and largely non-systematic across cases, the
study does not estimate causal effects or generalize outcomes. The synthesis suggests that
third-party-funded provision can lower barriers to a first experience by reducing price salience,
while narrative framing can connect sensory experience to contextual understanding and foster
dialogue and engagement. The paper concludes by proposing a minimal, event-level recording
schema——covering the unit of provision, the medium and reference of narratives, and verification
rules for responses—to improve comparability across sites.
Keywords: Alishan products, extra-regional connectivity, initial experience, third-party-funded

provision, credence attributes
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Causativization of Compound Verbs in Japanese and Chinese: Focus on V1 as an
Intransitive Verb
CUI, Yuhua
Abstract
This paper focuses on cases where V1 is an intransitive verb, and aims to clarify what kinds of
compound intransitive verbs permit causativization in Japanese and Chinese, as well as the factors
underlying this phenomenon.The paper concludes that Chinese, unlike Japanese, allows
causativization even when V1 is an unergative verb. However, in both languages, a compound
intransitive verb can undergo causativization only if it meets the following two conditions: (i) it
represents events that do not presuppose an agent, and (ii) the event expressed by the intransitive

verb cannot occur without an external cause.
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Aspects of "Japanization'" in Korea under Japanese Rule
-A sociolinguistic perspective-
MIYAWAKI, Hiroyuki
Abstract

In Korea under Japanese rule, various "Japanization" measures were implemented through
school education. Emphasis was placed on "education for subjects of the Imperial Nation" and
"national language" (Japanese language) education, based on the Korean Education Order's
principle that "education shall be based on the spirit of the Imperial Rescript on Education and its
fundamental purpose is to cultivate loyal citizens."

In the process of implementing "Japanization" measures, a variety of linguistic, cultural, and
psychological phenomena emerged, including linguistic stratification, bilingualism/ diglossia,
language mixing, change of place and personal names, linguistic punishment, the maintenance of
ethnic linguistic and cultural traditions, anomie, and loss of identity.

This paper examines these phenomena from a sociolinguistic perspective.

Keywords : Annexation of Korea, Japanization, loyal citizens, Japanese language reader, linguistic

and psychological phenomena
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